Addendum D: Letter from Jennifer Vogel Laurie to ASIJ, November 2013
My name is Jennifer (Vogel) Laurie. I was a student at ASIJ from 1979 through 1983, as
part of the class of 1987. I left after I completed the 8th grade, when my family returned
to the US, so I didn’t actually get to graduate from ASIJ with my classmates. I was very
sad when my parents moved us back to the states as I truly love Japan and wanted to stay
at ASIJ for the remainder of my school years. My sisters & brother also attended ASIJ
over the years, and my sister Sandra graduated from there in 1980.
Our family had always been very proud of our ASIJ ties. This letter has taken me over a
year to write and it’s very difficult for me to do even now. When I was in the 7th grade in
1981-82, Jack Moyer was one of my teachers. I thought he was a wonderful teacher, and
so did all of my classmates. When he started to give me special attention, I really felt like
he cared about me and was interested in my learning and in supporting my interest in
science. He would give me gifts, ask about my family and my home life, and give me
advice about dealing with my parents. I felt so honored that he took an interest in me, and
had a wonderful time talking to him about biology and oceanography, and what I wanted
to do with my life when I grew up. I loved our school trip to Miyake and really wanted to
learn how to SCUBA dive. He treated me like a grown-up.
At that time, my 11 - 12 year old brain didn’t understand his motives. Right before the
end of my 7th grade year, he called my home and asked me to go to Miyake with him
(alone) that summer (1982). He came to my house and spoke with my parents, telling
them that he knew that I wanted to learn to scuba dive, and he wanted to teach me. He
must have been convincing because my parents allowed me to go with him. I’m sure that
you can imagine what happened to me on that trip, because it’s widely known now that
Moyer was a serial pedophile.
Needless to say, the experience was very difficult and painful for me. As a child, I wasn’t
capable of understanding or dealing with what happened to me, so for many years, I tried
to put it out of my mind. I thought that I must have done something wrong and I didn’t
want to get in trouble, so I didn’t tell anyone. Later in my 8th grade year, he asked me to
go to Miyake again (I believe it must have been spring break, although I can’t recall
now). Despite what had happened to me previously, I really wanted to go again, so this
time I asked him if I could bring a friend with me, and he allowed it. He didn’t assault me
on that trip, and shortly after that he stopped his pursuit of me. In my late teens, I began
to experience depression and paralyzing anxiety, and as the years went on, the symptoms
seemed to worsen.
In my early 20s, I finally told my parents about what he had done to me. My father was
furious and wanted to contact ASIJ, but at that time, I was buried in shame and didn’t
want anyone to know, so I begged him not to and he respected my wishes. My anxiety
and flashbacks were so severe that for years it was extremely hard for me to work.
Over the years, I have been to many therapists, and have tried all sorts of treatments,
including one-on-one counseling, group therapy, different medications, acupuncture and
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even hypnosis. I suffered for many years with only a modicum of improvement, until I
found an excellent therapist in 2011 who specializes in trauma related issues. She has
been slowly helping me deal with the flashbacks and the feelings of shame and
helplessness that I had been dealing with for the last 30 years.
One day, we were talking about Moyer and she asked me what year he had died. I
couldn’t remember, and when I got home that night, it was bugging me so I went online
to see if I could find out, and that is when I came across Janet Calcote Simmons’ blog,
which I hope that you are by now familiar with. To say that it was a shock is a huge
understatement. I was sitting in my home in Oregon, finding out that this man who had
abused me so savagely 30 years prior had many other victims (I never knew there was
anyone else for sure), and reading a very explicit account of my abuse that Moyer himself
had written. Please refer to Janet’s blog, www.asij-holdingmyhand.blogspot.com . On
day #58 “Moyer’s Response”, I am number 11 on the list. He left a few things out of his
lurid description, but when he said that I was scared and didn’t want to touch him, he was
right.
Unfortunately, he didn’t give me a choice; he forced himself on me. As weird and awful
as it was to read all of that, the most upsetting thing of all was finding out that ASIJ
knew, as early as 1977 (if not earlier), that Moyer had been inappropriate with young
girls and had failed to take action to protect other students.
In fact, from what Janet Calcote Simmons reports, by the time I was abused by him in the
summer of 1982, the ASIJ administration had been notified at least 2 times of his actions.
How could that be true? It’s hard for me to come to grips with the fact that a school that
was so loved by myself and my family actually KNEW that they had a pedophile on their
faculty and didn’t deal with it. As a direct result of that inaction, he was still employed
and able to assault me in 1982. I was (and still am) devastated.
I have been in contact with Janet Calcote Simmons and Michele Connor, the two women
who confronted Moyer and tried to make sure that no other children were abused by him.
Michele has sent me copies of documents and letters that were sent between themselves
and Mr. Moyer, and between the previous Headmaster (Tim Carr) and Janet. I have also
received copies of letters that were sent to the ASIJ Board and you, Mr. Ladd, by Mr.
David Bruns, a concerned alum from the class of 1968.
I am deeply upset about what appears to be a complete lack of action and interest in
bringing this situation to light and working on righting the wrongs of the past
administrations.
In a letter that was written by you, Mr. Ladd, to David Bruns on the 20th of February,
2012, you said, “As a school, we remain committed to our continued support for any
victims in this matter”. This statement would indicate that there has actually been some
support of victims, and that you were committed to continuing it.
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As a victim myself, I would very much like to know what types of support have been
given and why no one has ever contacted me? I know that Janet Simmons had informed
ASIJ in 2003 that she and Michele had spoken to and uncovered many more victims.
What effort has ASIJ made to contact all of his victims and offer support or reparations?
Did anyone there ever ask Ms. Calcote Simmons to provide names of victims that Moyer
listed so that they could be contacted? I believe that I deserve to have answers to these
questions as my name is on that list.
I have spoken out to all of the classmates that I am still in touch with, and have received a
lot of support from them. However I was very distraught to hear from one classmate who
told me that Jack Moyer was not the only pedophile teacher at ASIJ, and that not only
young girls were affected, but young boys also.
However, he was not willing to go public with this information yet so I will not name
him. I am assuming, as he was also in the class of 1987, that his abuse also occurred in
the early to mid-1980s. He told me that he was not the only one. ASIJ has failed in every
way regarding this matter, and I am deeply saddened by this.
If someone had actually done something regarding Mr. Moyer and had made it right
when it was first reported, maybe victims of other teachers would have felt safe to speak
out and receive help. Regardless of whether anyone in the current administration was
working there when the abuse was taking place, you still have the responsibility to bring
this issue into the light, publicly, and make a concerted and true effort to make sure that
all of the victims are helped. There could still be other unidentified victims out there who
need assistance. The current administration has the opportunity to do the right thing.
These are some of the things that I (and others) feel need to happen, as soon as possible:
• Use school publications and websites to publicly talk about what happened and start a
campaign to locate all female and male victims of sexual abuse at ASIJ.
• Acknowledge what has happened and personally contact all victims and offer sincere
apologies and assistance.
• Establish a fund to help pay for professional counseling and treatment for victims.
• Provide a link to assistance and support on your school and alumni web pages that
victims can click on to be connected with help. In addition, there should be a place where
those who have been molested by Moyer (and any other faculty or staff) can receive
confidential assistance, perhaps through Tokyo English Life Line (TELL) or a school
counselor at ASIJ.
• Contact the Ministry of Education to alert them that to the fact that Mr. Moyer had
approximately 18 years of contact with Japanese school children and could have had
many victims during that time. Share what the school is doing for its own victims as ideas
for how the Japanese victims (if they exist) could be helped.
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It is very disturbing to me that all of the victims have been living with so much pain and
suffering for so many years and Mr. Moyer never had to deal with any consequences of
his actions, at least until Janet Simmons and Michele Connor confronted him. I also
found out that Mr. Moyer left ASIJ in 1984 voluntarily, and even after that continued
with the Miyake program until the volcano erupted in 2000. I would very much like to
know why this was allowed to happen. All of this has been very humiliating and painful,
but the worst thing for me is the heartbreaking realization that the school neglected to
stop him and has been indifferent to the needs of victims.
I have sought the advice of a lawyer who has given me some suggestions on how to move
forward, due to the fact that there is evidence that the school knew about Mr. Moyer’s
behavior prior to the date that I was molested. Of course, it would be ideal if the school
took a proactive approach and did what is right on its own. I look forward to hearing from
you.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Vogel Laurie
ASIJ class of 1987
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